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OUTLINE

• Overview of Special Education
• History Special Education
• Component Parts 

– Part C
– Part B

• Special Education Process
• Resources for Special Education
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WHAT IS SPECIAL EDUCATION?

• Federal Law
– IDEA or Public Law 94-142

• FAPE (Free and Appropriate 
Public Education)
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HISTORY OF LEGISLATION FOR 
SPECIAL ED
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

• Recent Markers, 1982
– FAPE

• Board of Education of Hendrick
Hudson Central School District 
v. Amy Rowley

458 U.S. 176
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICE BY 
AGE

IDEA, Part C
Early Intervention

IDEA, Part B
School Age

Ages 0-3 Ages 3-21
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EARLY INTERVENTION
IDEA, Part C Eligibility

• Developmental Delay ( < 7%ile)

• Physical or Medical Condition

• Considered “At Risk”
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SCHOOL AGE
IDEA, PART B ELIGIBILITY

• Autism Spectrum 
Disorder

• Cognitive Disability 
• Deaf-Blindness
• Developmental Delay
• Emotional Disability
• Hearing Impairment
• Multiple Disabilities
• Orthopedic 

Impairment 

• Other Health 
Impairment

• Specific Learning 
Disability 

• Speech-Language 
Impairment 

• Traumatic Brain Injury
• Visual Impairment
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS

Individualized Education Program Meeting

Referral

General Ed Support/Interventions

Identification
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SOURCES FOR DECISION MAKING

• School Evaluations
• Outside Evaluations
• Outside Records
• Physician Records

• Individualized Health Care Plan
• Emergency Plan
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PROGRAMMING

Individualized Program 
Education Meeting

Assurance of:
FAPE 

General 
Education 504

Individualized 
Education 

Program (IEP)
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TEAM MEMBERS

• Parents
• Regular Education Teacher
• Special Education Teacher
• LEA (agency representative)
• Necessary Related Service Providers
• Child (when applicable)

• Extra: Advocacy 

IDEA (at §300.321)
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COMPONENTS

• Least Restrictive Environment
• Strategies for General Educational Setting
• Placement
• Modifications
• Related Services
• Care Plans

– Medical
– Behavioral (i.e., FuBA / BIP)
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WHAT’S COVERED?

• FAPE
– Flexible

– Individualized
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WHAT TO DO IF YOU THINK THE SCHOOL 
ISN’T MEETING YOUR CHILD’S NEEDS

• IDEA
– Procedural Safeguards

• Parent Advocacy
– Utah Parent Center
– Family Voices

• Utah Disability Law Center
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END
QUESTIONS?

CONTACT INFO:
SEAN CUNNINGHAM, PH.D.

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF PEDIATRICS
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

UDAC@HSC.UTAH.EDU
801.587.2255
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